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Health Department

Bat Rabies Protocol

After a literature review and consultation with the State Health Dept., we have
determined the following protocol should be continued regarding post-exposure
treatment and the capture and testing of bats which had contact or potential
contact with humans or pets:

1. When Can Bat, Found In House, Be Let Free?

A [] Ifeveryone is certain that no person or pet has had direct contact with
the bat, it can be released outdoors, preferably after dark.

2. When Should A Bat, In A House, Be Captured and Tested?

A[] There has been pet physical contact with bat
B[] There has been human physical contact with bat

C[] Batinthe same room as a child, especially a sleeping child (this is
particularly important when children are involved and may not be able to
reliably tell an adult what happened, and no witnesses are available).

D[] Batis physically present and the person|[s] cannot reasonably exclude the
possibility of a bite or physical contact. An example of this situation is:
waking up and finding a bat in the same room

3. When Should Post Exposure Treatment To Humans Be Given
Or Considered?

A ] Battestedis positive for rabies ( 2B, C, and D)

B[] Indirect (non-bite) exposure constitutes scratches, abrasions, open
wounds, or mucous membranes contaminated with saliva or other
potentially infectious material (such as brain tissue) from a rabid
animal

C[] Batthat needs to be captured and tested as described above and either
cannot be captured, escapes, or is not suitable for testing. Again,
circumstances under which bats need to be captured and tested include:

[] any physical contact with bat

[] batin the same room as a child, especially a sleeping
child

(] waking and finding bat in same room




