
 

FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING  

June 14, 2017 
 

 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners was called to order by Chairman, Commissioner Lebo at 4:30 

pm. 

 
Those present were:  the Chairman, Commissioner Lebo; the Secretary, Commissioner Barrett; Commissioners Hersh, 

Stone, Cafferelli, Peterson, and Millington; Deputy Chief Lyddy, Captain Smith, Lieutenant Kalamaras, Sergeant 

Paris, Sergeant Irizarry, Officer Wells, Officer Kaesmann and William Hurley (Engineering Dept.) 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Minutes of the previous meeting were approved by a motion from Commissioner Barrett; seconded by Commissioner 

Hersh; carried unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Peterson motioned to move up the agenda to accept the donations to the K-9 Unit and Animal Control; 

Commissioner Barrett seconded the motion; carried unanimously.  A check was presented to Sergeant Irizarry, Officers 

Wells and Kaesmann for the K-9 Unit for $10,372.07 from Dr. Janice Duffy of Norwalk Veterinary Hospital and Sue 

Gabriel.  This donation was the result of the Fairfield Police K-9 Unit's participation in the Animal Nation fundraiser in 

Norwalk, CT. on April 8, 2017.  Donation from Eva Schiffhauer for $137.85 to the K-9 Unit.   Donations were made to 

Animal Control as follows:  $25 from Judith Bodie, 270 Commerce Drive; $5 from Bob Nichols, 1043 Jennings Road; 

$400 from Flour's (Bonnie Paige Interiors, LLC) c/o Bonnie Paige, 998 Pequot Avenue, Southport; $100 from Shirley 

Furniss, 153 Mona Terrace; $25 from Bob and Cathy Boroskey, 4595 Sugartown Street, Cocoa, FL. 

 

T.S. #1   LOCATION:  Buena Vista Road and Wilson Street 

NATURE OF REQUEST:  Install "Stop" sign at the intersection of Buena Vista Road and Wilson Street.  Install painted 

"Stop" bar roadway markings.    

BY WHOM:  Lt. Robert Kalamaras 

RECOMMENDATION:  Approve the installation of a “Stop” sign at the intersection of Buena Vista Road and Wilson 

Street.  Install painted “Stop” bar roadway markings.  Commissioner Stone motioned to approve the recommendations; 

motioned seconded by Commissioner Hersh; carried unanimously. 

 

T.S. #2  LOCATION:  Somerset Avenue 

NATURE OF REQUEST:   Additional "Dead End" signage required at the corner of Chelsea Street and Somerset Avenue 

(existing sign is not visible from Chelsea Street.  Beginning of Somerset Avenue, some drivers traveling on Unquowa Road 

many times mistake Somerset Avenue as a continuation of Unquowa Road due to a 90 degree turn at the intersection of 

Unquowa Road and Somerset Avenue.  

BY WHOM:  Mr. Sean Heath 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Deny due to existing sufficient signage. Recommend existing signage be turned so that it can be seen by both approaches. 

Mr. Sean Heath from 264 Somerset Avenue addressed the Police Commissioners saying that folks don't see the existing 

signage and that 20 cars a day use his driveway to turn around.  He has five kids that play in his driveway and a tragedy is 

waiting to happen.  He has lived in the house for six years and he is open to alternative solutions.  Lieutenant Kalamaras 

said that DPW has cleared the foliage by the sign.  Sergeant Paris said that the signage is sufficient and that the Police 

Department follows the federal traffic safety standards.  Sean Heath asked if the sign could be moved.  William Hurley said 

that DPW still has to adjust the sign and that he can have DPW check the height of the sign.  Also, a sign cannot legally be 

placed on the other side of the street.  There are some things that DPW can do to improve the visibility.  Commissioner 

Millington motioned to move the sign forward 6-10 feet closer to the intersection and the sign is to have a reflective base, 

based on the recommendations by the Town Engineer; Commissioner Barrett seconded the motion; carried unanimously.   

 

T.S. #3   LOCATION:   Locally Owned Roadways – Crosswalks & Pedestrian Crossing Signs 

NATURE OF REQUEST:  The Connecticut Department of Transportation is initiating a statewide project (No. 0173-

0491) to upgrade and replace pedestrian crossing signs at uncontrolled (no signal or STOP sign) crossing locations on 

locally owned roadways. The project comes at no cost to the town and would install new pedestrian crossing signs in 



 
advance and adjacent to crosswalks. Mid-block crossings would also receive yield line pavement markings and "Yield Here 

to Pedestrians" signs adjacent to the yield lines.  

BY WHOM:  Mr. William Hurley, Town Engineer 

RECOMMENDATION:  Endorse the Connecticut Department of Transportation Project  No. 0173-0491 to upgrade and 

replace pedestrian crossing signs  (no signal or STOP sign) crossing locations on locally owned roadways with the 

assistance of Police Department’s  recommendation list.  William Hurley addressed the Police Commissioners saying that 

this is the same program that the State did on state roads and that the safety feature will benefit the Town.  The Town is 

getting a free gift of signs and markings and that he strongly urges the Town to participate in the program.  Motion to accept 

by Commissioner Hersh; seconded by Commissioner Stone; carried unanimously. 

 

T.S. #4  LOCATION:   Beach Road at Judson Road 

NATURE OF REQUEST:  The island on Beach Road so severely impedes sightlines/visibility, the Police Department will 

ONLY support a crosswalk at this intersection if the island is eliminated and/or "moved" over.  Therefore, we propose to 

remove the obstructing island, and to install a preferably raised crosswalk.   

BY WHOM:  Jill Vergara 

RECOMMENDATION:  Deny the removal of the island on Beach Road.  Recommend DPW trim bushes on island to 

improve sightline/visibility.  Deny raised crosswalk due to approved existing crosswalk a reasonable distance away (Fern 

Street).  Jill Vergara of 271 Old Post Road addressed the Police Commissioners saying that there is very little visibility at 

this location.  A safety audit showed serious concerns at this intersection.  Five years ago the Old Post Road Association 

tried to narrow the island.  She would like a crosswalk there and she wants to prevent a motor vehicle accident.  She said it 

is very dangerous at the entrance way of Roger Sherman School.  Commissioner Barrett said that there is a crossing guard at 

the intersection.  Jill Vergara said that the island is not a historical site.  Commissioner Hersh said that he is concerned that 

the street will become a drag strip and that DPW should trim all the trees at all of the corners for good visibility.  

Commissioner Barrett said that bushes need to be trimmed and that the Police Commissioners do not approve raised 

crosswalks.  Deputy Chief Lyddy said that it would be worthwhile to do research on special signage.  Sara Nuland from 

43Turney Road asked what is the difference with Rowland and South Benson Roads.  William Hurley answered that Beach 

Road is a major artery.  Ms. Roxbee, principal from Roger Sherman School addressed the Police Commissioners saying that 

it is a blind corner and she is concerned with safety of the kids.  She suggested a stop sign at the Fairfield Museum.  Ken 

Murphy from 496 Beach Road addressed the Police Commissioners saying that he has lived there for twenty-nine years and 

objects to the removal of the island.  He said the island slows down fast moving cars; that a proposed crosswalk at Judson 

and Paulding is dangerous; an effective crosswalk exists; the Beach Road island represents Fairfield's beauty; and the 

proposal is a flagrant misuse of funds.  Mr. Murphy would support an additional stop sign and trimming.  Kathleen Casey at 

996 Old Post Road addressed the Police Commissioners saying that she is a traffic planner and she suggested a simple paint 

line or place bumps out.  Jeff Rogart from 525 Beach Road addressed the Police Commissioners saying that he is very much 

against removal of the island, but supports an additional stop sign.  Peter Robinson at 218 Puritan Road agrees with Ken 

Murphy and that kids use the streets as their playgrounds.  William Hurley said he would support trimming or removal of 

shrubs and new street markings.  The Engineering Department can investigate future improvements.  Commissioner 

Peterson motioned to accept the recommendations of the Police Commissioners; seconded by Commissioner Hersh; carried 

unanimously. 

 

T.S. #5  LOCATION:   Roger Sherman School at/between Judson Road and Fern Street 

NATURE OF REQUEST:  We propose to adopt the Police Department's proposed bus and drop-off/pick-up changes. The 

Police Department has proposed moving the Stop Kiss'n Go Lane to Fern Street (contingent on cutting a lane into school 

property on the Fern Street side to allow for a specified drop-off/pick-up lane that would be separate from the roadway); and 

the Police Department has proposed moving the buses back to the designated bus loop in the front of the school (with the 

entrance at the Judson/Beach and the exist at Fern). See Attached Exhibits.   

BY WHOM:  Jill Vergara 

RECOMMENDATION:  Commission endorses police traffic proposal.  However, jurisdiction lies under the Board of 

Education.  Jill Vergara addressed the Police Commissioners saying that this is the most important petition she has asked 

for.  Commissioner Millington said that this is the property of the Board of Education.  Jill Vergara is asking for the 

approval or support this.  Commissioner Lebo said that the jurisdiction is under the Board of Education.  Deputy Chief 

Lyddy said that the Board of Education is looking for endorsement from the Police Commissioners.  Lieutenant Kalamaras 

said that a proposal was put together with the Engineering Department and that Engineering assisted with the process.  Ms. 

Roxbee addressed the Police Commissioners saying that the school is bursting with 505 students and the problem is because 

of the narrowness of Fern Street.  Commissioner Millington motioned to endorse the proposal; Commissioner Lebo 

seconded the motion because she wants to improve the safety of Roger Sherman School students; carried unanimously. 

 



 
 

T.S. #6  LOCATION:   Sherman School Zones  

NATURE OF REQUEST:  A proposal that an S4-3 "School" sign be added to the existing S1-1 signs so that the school 

zone is more clearly marked. This proposal is consistent with the 2010 Safety Audit's recommendations specifically to 

improve/install additional school zone signage at both school intersections on Beach Road. Install school crossing signs 

directly at crosswalks and the safety audit directs the town to post speed limits of 20 mph in its school zones. 

BY WHOM:  Jill Vergara 

RECOMMENDATION:  The existing “School” signs were installed by the State in 2014 and are sufficient.  

Recommend the installation of the diamond “School Zone Ahead” sign 45 ft. south of UI Pole #8052 southbound lane. 

Replace/improve the existing “School Zone Ahead” sign northbound lane roadway markings.  Jill Vergara addressed the 

Police Commissioners saying that more could be done with the signage.  It would cost $280 for signs to improve visibility.  

Lieutenant Kalamaras said that the current signs were placed in 2014 by the State and the State paid for the project.  Deputy 

Chief Lyddy said that Traffic Survey #3 is the enhancement of crosswalks in Fairfield and that crosswalks in the Roger 

Sherman School area are on the list and will take place in the State project.  Commissioner Peterson motioned to adopt the 

recommendations of this survey; Commissioner Hersh seconded the motion; carried unanimously.   

 

T.S. #7 LOCATION:   South Benson Road 

NATURE OF REQUEST:  Request placing a center island at the beginning of South Benson Road. 

BY WHOM:   Sarah Ferrizz 

RECOMMENDATION:  The proposed drawing submitted by the Traffic Unit is in coordination with the Engineering 

Department.  Need further study to verify speed data and accident history.  Sarah Ferrizz of 376 South Benson Road 

addressed the Police Commissioners saying that it is a very congested area and a thoroughfare to the beach.  Speeding and 

people ignore the stop sign and an island would slow traffic.  Lieutenant Kalamaras said that the Police Department and the 

Engineering Department conducted a speed survey and the average speed was 29mph northbound 28mph southbound.  The 

crash history since 2014 is there have been ten motor vehicle accidents with one DU, one car vs. bicycle, one snow related 

and one parked car and two stop sign violations.  Commissioner Hersh said that he is personally against putting in an island 

and that the artery is not big or wide enough.  William Hurley said that the road is 35-36’ wide and wider than the typical 

road and the with the curb and the island, there would have to be restricted parking.  Joe Garin of 383 South Benson Road 

addressed the Police Commissioners saying that he and his family were attracted to Jennings Beach and that Jennings is the 

most congested beach in town.  He is nervous for his kids’ safety and he thinks the island is a great idea.  Sarah Ferrizz told 

the Police Commissioners that the weekends are horrible and drivers ignore the stop sign.  Commissioner Millington said 

there would have to be a no parking zone.  Mike Ertel from 375 South Benson Road addressed the Police Commissioners 

that he has lived there since 1993 and it has gotten worse and he doesn’t see a lot being done.  There are a lot of contractors 

and they don’t stop at the stop sign.  Maybe put physical objects in the roadway.  He is frustrated that nothing has happened.  

Deputy Chief Lyddy said that they will explore speed bumps and further research is needed.  Commissioner Millington said 

that there is not enough information on this and motioned to postpone.  Lieutenant Kalamaras said to table this request until 

next month.  Commissioner Hersh said that he knows about construction on this road and it is not feasible to have an island 

on this road.  Commissioner Millington voted to table this traffic survey; Commissioner Cafferelli seconded the motion; 

Commissioner Hersh was against. 

 

Old Business:  none 

 

Monthly Report: presented and reviewed.  Deputy Chief Lyddy presented and reviewed seven Noteworthy calls for service 
in which three were investigated by Officer Chamberlain.  Commissioner Peterson motioned to send a letter to Officer 
Chamberlain for his personnel file; seconded by Commissioner Hersh; carried unanimously. 
 

Commissioner Peterson motioned to move to executive session at 6:43pm; seconded by Commissioner Millington; carried 

unanimously. 


