
 

FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING  

JULY 12, 2017 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners was called to order by Chairman, 

Commissioner Lebo at 4:30 pm. 

 
Those present were:  the Chairman, Commissioner Lebo; the Acting-Secretary Commissioner Stone; 

Commissioners Hersh, Cafferelli, Peterson; Deputy Chief Lyddy, Captain Smith, Captain Zabin, 

Lieutenant Kalamaras, Lieutenant Greene.  

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Commissioner Lebo motioned to have Commissioner Stone as the acting-secretary in Commissioner 

Barrett's absence. 

 

Minutes of the previous meeting were approved by Commissioner Hersh; seconded by Commissioner 

Stone; carried unanimously. 

 

 

SURVEY #1   LOCATION:  South Benson Road  NATURE OF REQUEST:  Tabled from Meeting 

Date 6/14/17.  Request placing a center island at the beginning of South Benson Road.  BY WHOM:  

Sarah Ferrizz.  RECOMMENDATION:  To be discussed further on July 12, 2017.  Commissioner 

Hersh said that he is against this proposal for these reasons.  One because of DPW's snow plowing, 

second "No Parking" signs need to be put in and it would cut down on response time for emergency 

services and then the cost to install.  Commissioner Stone said that the one major concern is response of 

the Fire Department which is his number one priority.  Commissioner Lebo is concerned with the safety 

of walkers and bikers and the Fire Department is against it, also.  She said paint a stop sign line.  

Lieutenant Kalamaras said that according to Town Engineer William Hurley, it would require repainting 

of the fog lines.  There is no overhead light at the intersection and there would be 200 feet of no parking.  

Lieutenant Kalamaras suggested painting a stop line at Riverside Drive and South Benson Road which 

would create awareness.  Mike Ertel of 375 South Benson Road addressed the Police Commissioners 

saying that he has lived on South Benson Road since 1993 and the problem has gotten worse and this is 

the first attempt and that they will be back and looking for a solution.  Maybe physical barriers in the 

road.  The problem will not go away.  It is quiet in the summer, but during the school year, mornings and 

afternoons are a real problem and something has to be done about it.  Doing nothing is not an option.  

Barbara Sidebottom of 360 South Benson Road addressed the Police Commissioners saying that she has 

lived at that addressed since 1978 and she suggested putting an object or something at Riverside Drive 

and South Benson Road.  She is terrified for her grandchildren and everyone on the street is concerned 

with traffic.  She said painting a line a brighter color.  Ann Jones of 363 Old Post Road addressed the 

Police Commissioners saying she agrees with the neighbors that there is traffic in the entire beach area.  

She will loose on-street parking and that this is a historic district.  She would be impacted immensely.  

Chief MacNamara agrees that traffic volume on South Benson Road warrants our attention.  Drivers 

behaviors thru out the Town and State can improve.  Truly the only way that enforcement is effective is 

when they see a police officer there.  This is a process of trial and error.  We will continue with education 

and enforcement and try to find other options.  Stephen Ramsey of 363 Old Post Road said that he 

opposed the traffic island.  He said that the distance between Riverside Drive and Old Post Road is three-

tenths of a mile.  He suggested painting stop lines, the speed sign and rumble strips at Riverside Drive.  

Commissioner Stone said in his observance, he spent twelve years in the State Legislature and they tried 

to get cameras approved.  Speeding issues are on his street, too and it's a national issue and he 



 

sympathizes.  Commissioner Stone motioned to deny the center island; Commissioner Hersh seconded 

the motion; carried unanimously. 

SURVEY #2   LOCATION:  Pequot Avenue at/between Station Street and Chester Street  

NATURE OF REQUEST:  Request to add crosswalk with markings for children crossing on both sides 

of the road.  Add "Stop" signs to abate speeding at all four (4) corners. Post signs for "No Commuter 

Parking" on Pequot Avenue / Station Street and remove last parking spot at corner of Pequot Avenue and 

Station Street.  BY WHOM:  Kathleen McHugh.  RECOMMENDATION:  Denied.  Lieutenant 

Kalamaras addressed the Police Commissioners saying that there have not been any motor vehicle 

accidents the last few years at this location and the last one was 2011.  There was a one day traffic count 

of 600 motor vehicles total on Pequot Avenue.  Kathleen McHugh of 448 Pequot Avenue addressed the 

Police Commissioners saying that she has lived at this address for ten years and she is concerned with the 

speed of vehicles in Town and the lack of safety at Station Street and Pequot Avenue.  There are special-

needs children crossing the street and that there is a lot of pedestrian traffic in that area.  Also, 5:30 in the 

morning there are commuters parking and not parking at the train station.  She said there should be a stop 

sign, crosswalk and signs for commuter parking.  Michael Herley, 94 Gray Rock Road, RTM District 10, 

said that there should be improved signage entering Southport Village and there is limited parking in 

Southport Village.  Judy Proctor of 428 Pequot Avenue addressed the Police Commissioners saying that 

she has lived there a long time and that traffic has increased because of I-95 and there should be signage 

to defer commuter parking.  Jim Bohan from 51 Station Street addressed the Commissioners saying that 

parked cars cause blind spots and he is concerned about preventing an accident.  School signs are also 

needed.  He said it’s a dangerous intersection and parked cars conceal on- coming traffic.  You would 

have to look 275 degrees.  There is no downside to losing a parking space.  David Hughes from 488 

Pequot Avenue addressed the Commissioners telling them to go to the corner at 8:30 in the morning 

during the school year.  Chief MacNamara said maybe put 2 hour parking signs and look at the curve and 

try and have it straightened out a little.  Also, maybe signage as you come into Southport Village from 

Pequot to alert cars.  Jim Bohan asked the Commissioners what would be the downside to get rid of the 

parking spaces.  Commissioner Lebo said the problem is commuters and they are parking there all day 

and that 2 hour parking will solve the commuter parking.  Commissioner Hersh motioned to table this 

survey because he would like to take his time to look at it.  Table till next meeting; Commissioner Stone 

seconded the moton; carried unanimously.  Lieutenant Kalaramaras reminded the Commissioners that the 

next meeting is September 13, 2017. 

SURVEY #3   LOCATION:   Kings Highway East corner of Mason Street.  NATURE OF REQUEST:  

Cars park on sidewalk in front of the property at 101/103 Kings Highway.  When exiting Mason Street, 

heading toward Fairfield (opposite direction of Bridgeport town line) visibility is blocked trying to 

proceed onto Kings Highway.  BY WHOM:  Lorry Scott.  RECOMMENDATION:  Homeowner to 

trim back bushes to improve sightline/visibility.  Install “No Parking Here to Corner” sign 25 ft. from 

intersection on Mason Street on both east and west sides of the intersection.  Lieutenant Kalamaras said 

that the Police Department has increased parking enforcement in this area and that Lorry Scott has been 

notified.  Commissioner Peterson motioned to adapt the recommendation; motion seconded by 

Commissioner Hersh; carried unanimously. 

SURVEY #4   LOCATION:   Riverview Circle and Wareham Road.  NATURE OF REQUEST:  

Install "Stop" sign on Wareham Road at the intersection of Riverview Circle northbound and southbound 

approaches.  BY WHOM:  Eric Champagne.  RECOMMENDATION:  Install “Stop” sign on Wareham 

Road both directions.  Lieutenant Kalamaras said that Mr. Champagne sent a fax requesting 4-way stop 

signs, but the location does not fit for 4-way.  Neighbors were notified and in favor.  Commissioner Hersh 

motioned to accept the recommendation; seconded by Commissioner Stone; carried unanimously. 

Old Business:  none 

 



 

New Business:   

a)  Special Police Officers re-instatement.  Motion made by Commissioner Stone to approve re-

instatement for another year; seconded by Commissioner Hersh; carried unanimously.   

b)  Donations made to the K-9 Unit of $4,000 by Wendy Newman and also a $62.57 donation 

from the Staikos family.  Donations were accepted on a motion made by Commissioner Hersh; seconded 

by Commissioner Peterson; carried unanimously.   

c)  Action plan for safety improvements for Hulls Highway and Post Road was presented by 

Michael Herley, RTM District 10.  Lieutenant Kalamaras said that he met with Town Engineer William 

Hurley.  The issue is the way the parking lot was constructed.  The owners of Organika have asked to 

create a safer environment for their customers.  Lieutenant Kalarmaras suggested maybe fog lines and a 

“No Turn on Red” on the Post Road.  Commissioner Peterson asked what committees did this business go 

before to accept the parking.  Lieutenant Kalamaras said that approval was made by Town Planning & 

Zoning and that the owners have been very compliant.  The parking spaces were in existence before that 

business opened.  Michael Herley said that DOT is getting ready to put lines in the road and that cars 

already park in a row on the Post Road.  Lieutenant Kalarmaras said that employee cars are parked on the 

Post Road all the way to Total Look so that customers can park in the lot.  Chief MacNamara said that the 

intersection is getting more business and the parking is not enough for Organika and the area needs more 

parking.  Lieutenant Kalamaras said that a grant is being applied for that area that may change the parking 

in front of Total Look.  Michael Herley said that the area may warrant 2 hour parking.  Commissioner 

Hersh said that Izzo’s is a problem, too.  That is Michael Zembruski’s jurisdiction.    Michael Herley said 

that it is a good action plan with the “No Turn on Red” being a good first step and maybe the parking 

spaces being angled.  Chief MacNamara said that it will warrant a later visit to address the situation, but 

to install a “No Turn on Red” sign and improve road stripping.  If the Board of Police Commissioners 

approve, it will then go to the State DOT.  Commissioner Lebo was in favor.  Commissioner Peterson was 

concerned with the long term study and if these 2 steps will contribute anything to the larger plan.  

Commissioner Hersh motioned to accept the action plan; Commissioner Cafferelli seconded the motion; 

carried unanimously. 

d)  Approval of Fairfield University construction impact requested by Michael A. Galante, 

Frederick P. Clark Associates, Inc.  They will be building a dormitory with 205 beds and a 255 car 

parking garage along with a dining facility extension.  These improvements will not have an impact on 

the Town.  They are in the first step for State approval and it will not add traffic.  The dormitory will be 

for sophomores, who are not permitted to have vehicles on campus and will not generate any new traffic.  

Chief MacNamara addressed the Commissioners saying that if they agree with the impact plan, motion to 

accept and give the recommendation to go forth with the project.  Commissioner Hersh motioned to 

accept the construction plan; Commissioner Cafferelli seconded the motion; carried unanimously. 

 

Monthly Report: presented and reviewed.  Chief MacNamara said that the monthly report shows low 
criminal activity, but larcenies are up along with stolen motor vehicles with keys left in these stolen 
vehicles.  Commissioner Lebo expressed her concerns with door to door solicitors.  Deputy Chief Lyddy 
said that the non-profit associations must have transient merchant permits. 
 
Commissioner Stone motioned to adjourn at 6:17 pm; motioned seconded by Commissioner Hersh; 
carried unanimously.  


