
 

FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING  

October 11, 2017 
 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners was called to order by Chairman, 
Commissioner Lebo at 4:30 pm. 

 
Those present were:  the Chairman, Commissioner Lebo; the Secretary, Commissioner 

Barrett; Commissioners Stone, Millington, Hersh, Peterson; Chief  MacNamara, Deputy 

Chief Lyddy, Captain Zabin, Lieutenant Kalamaras, Sergeant Hector Irizarry, and Officer 

Wells. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  A moment of silence for the victims of the Las Vegas 

shooting. 

 

Minutes of the previous meeting were approved after corrections by Commissioner Stone; 

seconded by Commissioner Hersh; carried unanimously. 

 

Traffic Surveys: 

TS #1   Location:  Pequot Avenue at/between Station Street and Chester Street NATURE OF 

Request:  tabled from meeting date 9/13/17.  Request to add crosswalk with marking for children 

crossing on both sides of the road.  Add “Stop” signs to abate speeding at all four (4) corners.  

Post signs for “No Computer Parking” on Pequot Avenue/Station Street and remove last parking 

spots at corner of Pequot Avenue and Station Street.  By whom:  Kathleen McHugh.  

Recommendation:  Deny crosswalk with markings for children crossing on both sides of the 

road.  Deny "Stop" signs to abate speeding at all four (4) corners.  Deny "No Commuter Parking" 

signs on Pequot Avenue/Station Street.  Deny removing last parking spot at the corner of Pequot 

Avenue and Station Street.  Judy Proctor from 428 Pequot Avenue addressed the Police 

Commissioners thanking them and the Police Department for the traffic surveys.  She said that 

commuters park from 7am to 7pm and it's not in the best interest of the Town.  There is no 

parking for businesses and she wants the Police Commissioners and the Police Department to 

come up with some solutions so residents can park there and not commuters.  Terry Murphy 

from 470 Pequot Avenue addressed the Police Commissioners saying that her grandchildren take 

the bus and she is just asking for lines painted in the street and she hopes the Police 

Commissioners would reconsider.  Lieutenant Kalamaras said that a stop sign and crosswalk do 

not conform to the MUTCD standards.  He checked with Eagle Hill School and they have 2-3 

students who are 12-13 years old that travel across the street.  Commissioner Peterson motioned 

to accept the recommendations to deny the request; Commissioner Stone seconded the motion; 

carried unanimously. 

TS #2  Location:  Beach Road and Sunnie Holme Drive.  Nature of Request:  install “Stop” sign 

on Beach Road at the intersection of the Fairfield Museum entrance/exit for southbound traffic.  

Install “Stop” sign on the Museum exit at Beach Road.  Install a crosswalk on Beach Road at the 

Fairfield Museum exit across Beach Road.  By whom:  Dru Georgiadis.  Recommendation:  

approve "Stop" sign on the Museum exit at Beach Road.  Recommend improving sidewalk on 



 

the east side of Beach Road between Sunnie Holme Drive and Judson Road.  Discuss further on 

“Stop” sign and crosswalk for north and southbound approaches on Beach Road.  Dru 

Georgiadis from 321 Puritan Road (RTM District 9) addressed the Police Commissioners saying 

that there is a crosswalk at Fern Street but people cross at Sunnie Holm.  Sherman is a walking 

school and she is trying to improve safety and she asked for the approval of a 4th stop sign.  

Brian Farnen from 394 Rowland Road addressed the Police Commissioners saying that Sherman 

has the highest percentage of walkers.  Jill Vagara from 271 Old Post Road addressed the Police 

Commissioners saying that she rejected her own proposal which was back in June and she is 

asking for a stop sign at the Fairfield Museum and a crosswalk will give easier access to the 

school side of the street.  Wendy Lien from 429 Riverside Drive addressed the Police 

Commissioners saying that she walks in the morning to school and drives in the afternoon and 

she is asking for a stop sign to show a crosswalk and that it's a dangerous situation.  Melanie 

Ross from 796 Riverside Drive addressed the Police Commission saying that she was there to 

show support and that she counted sixteen people walking in the morning and that a stop sign 

would really make drivers aware.  Deputy Chief Lyddy said that he has worked with Sherman 

School for a long time and that ideally using Fern Street is good.  He feels that the Fairfield 

Museum would be a better choice.  He said that stop signs do not control speed, but will control 

the intersection.  Commissioner Hersh said that the hedges must be cut back because there are 

over the sidewalk.  Lieutenant Kalaramas said he spoke with Town Engineer Bill Hurley and that 

some improvements are being made on the sidewalks and Bill Hurley would endorse this 

intersection.  Commissioner Millington said that they need to take action and he motioned to 

install a stop sign and crosswalk.  Commissioner Stone said that DPW should enforce hedge 

trimming.  Dru Georgiadis said that there is only one crossing guard for Sherman School.  

Commissioner Barrett said that school is in session and they need to move forward.  

Commissioner motioned to approve the stop sign and crosswalk; motioned seconded by 

Commissioner Stone;  Commissioner Peterson opposed. 

Old Business:  none 

 

New Business:    

Review Tow Policy and establish Tow List.  Commissioner Stone motioned to approve the Tow 

Policy and List; seconded by Commissioner Barrett; carried unanimously. 

  

  Animal Control Donations - $25 from Judith Bodie (270 Commerce Drive); $10 from Karly 

Tassmer (7211 Avalon Drive, Shelton); $40 along with dog and cat food and treats from Saint 

Emery Roman Catholic Church; $25 from John, Charlotte, Emma, Ben & Janie Heitzman (282 

Homeland Street); Ian, Rachel & Alec Anderson (245 Homeland Street) and Harry Tavella (206 

Oakwood Drive) as a donation for the care of the shelter animals, raised as a result of their 

“lemonade stand”.  $20 donation from Ms. K. Gray (no full name or address given).  She was 

appreciative of the care that we give to the animals.  $14.62 donation from Avery Lasala, 115 

Somerset Avenue, as a donation for the dogs and cats.  Avery raised this money by making and 

selling bracelets and “slime”.  K-9 Donations - $50 donation from Alex Staikos and $100 

donation from Robert Grant, Wired, Wash & Wax.  Also, Officer Kevin Wells introduced Elliot 

Coleman who donated $355.  Elliot asked for K9 donations for her birthday instead of presents 



 

for herself.  Commissioner Peterson motioned to accept the donations; Commissioner Stone 

seconded the motion; carried unanimously. 

 

Chief MacNamara said that the K9 Program has 2 canines, Maverick and Jagger.  At last month's 

Police Commission meeting, a larger more significant donation was made to allow the 

Department to get another canine.  Family and friends of Jake Pettit donated $7,000 with a 

caveat to get another canine and name him Jake.  Sergeant Irizarry acknowledged some of Jake 

Pettit's friends who were present and he also introduced his own son, Joshua Irizarry, a Marine 

who served in Afghanistan.  A video was shown as part of a presentation to introduce the new 

canine.  Mr. Jack Pettit addressed the Police Commissioners thanking the corporate sponsors, the 

Police Commissioners and others.  He said that Jake was a local boy and he spent four years in 

active duty with two tours in Afghanistan and that Jake was courageous and committed to his 

friends.  Sergeant Irizarry introduced the Hometown Foundation who donated nine dogs in just 

the last year.  The Foundation supports PTSD and animal welfare.  Sergeant Irizarry introduced 

the new canine and potential  “K-9 Jake”.  Chief MacNamara said that those in law enforcement 

are misunderstood and it is a very hard job and they are asked to respond to peoples' tragedies.  

Having K9 Jake is another way to tell the story and have Jake's memory live and this would not 

have happened without the effort of Sergeant Irizarry. 

 

Bill Pollack from the Fairfield Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee gave a presentation on the 

complete streets policy for Fairfield.  He said that the complete streets policy is a national 

movement and that the improvements don't add cost, but a more workable and livable 

neighborhood.  Chief MacNamara told the Police Commissioners that this presentation does not 

require any action on their part. 

 

Outside job rate.  Chief MacNamara said that officers are hired by outside companies and the 

rate is $57 per hour.  Officers get paid at an over-time rate and the outside job rate has not 

increased in ten years and it is time to raise the rate.  He proposed to raise the rate to $65 per 

hour starting in January.  Deputy Chief Lyddy polled 25 communities.  Chief MacNamara said 

that if a car is needed the rate is $20 extra per hour.  Deputy Chief said that there would be 

reduced rates for DPW and schools in town.  Commissioner Hersh motioned to raise the outside 

job rate to $65 per hour and raise the fee for a car to $25 per hour; Commissioner Barrett 

seconded the motion; carried unanimously. 

 

Monthly Report:  presented and reviewed.  Chief MacNamara said that one of the patrol 

vehicles was wrapped in pink for the Norma Pfriem Foundation and that survivors sign the car. 

 

Commissioner Hersh motioned to adjourn to private session at 6:28pm; motion seconded by 

Commissioner Stone; carried unanimously.  

 

Commissioner Peterson motioned to move to private executive session at 6:30pm; seconded by 

Commissioner Stone.  There were no motions made and no votes taken.  At 7:32pm 

Commissioner Peterson motioned to return to public session; seconded by Commissioner Stone; 

carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

_______________________ 

Commissioner Susan Barrett 


