
FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING JULY 10, 2019 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners was called to order by Chairman, 

Commissioner Stone at 4:30 pm. 

Those present were:  the Chairman, Commissioner Stone; Acting-Secretary Barrett, 

Commissioner Pine, Commissioner Millington, Commissioner Barrett, Commissioner Ambrose, 

Chief Lyddy, Deputy Chief Smith, Captain Gagner, Captain Kalamaras, Lieutenant Greene,  

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Minutes from previous meetings were approved in a motion made by Commissioner Barrett;      

seconded by Commissioner Ambrose; carried unanimously. 

Fairfield Police Department Service Awards. Awards were given to the following officers by 

Chief Lyddy.  Sergeant Zdru – Unit Citation; Sergeant Mastronardi - Unit Citation; Officer 

Kaesmann – Unit Citation; Officer Mignone – Unit Citation; Officer Matejek – Unit Citation; 

Officer Terifay – Unit Citation; Officer Dimarco – Unit Citation; Officer DeAngelis – Unit 

Citation; Officer Ricco – Unit Citation; Officer Fenton – Unit Citation; Officer Chamberlain – 

Unit Citation; Officer Racz – Unit Citation; Officer Gorton – Life Saving Award; Officer Young 

– Life Saving Award. 

Presentation of “Officer of the Quarter” to Officer Michael Zerella. 

 

Update on the Police Union Scholarship Foundation by LT. Keith Broderick.  In 2014, Dr. Joan 

Poster and Dennis Poster spearheaded the development of the scholarship fund.  There were four 

$500 scholarships award in 2014.  In six years, and many fundraising events (road races, 

scooping ice cream, etc.)104 scholarships have been given out amounting to $192,000. The 

board consists of Chief Lyddy, retired Chief MacNamara, Sergeant Paris and Lieutenant 

Broderick.  Two years ago, Judge Caruso wanted to expand the scholarship to Fairfield Prep and 

Notre Dame High School.  $8,000 in scholarships were given out to the four high schools this 

year. 

 

Traffic Surveys:   

T.S. #1 Location:  Fairfield University – Dormitory & School of Business Expansion.  Nature of 

request:  CTDOT/OSTA Administration Decision Process - Dormitory and School of Business 

Expansion - Fairfield University.  By whom:  Michael A. Galante, Frederick P. Clark Associates, 

Inc.  Recommendation:  to be discussed further.  Commissioner Stone made a motion that in 

concurrence from the Commission that there will not be a significant impact to area roadways; 

motion seconded by Commissioner Barrett; carried unanimously. 

T.S. #2 Location:  Beaver Brook Road between Stratfield Road & Putting Green Road.  Nature 

of request:  request a "Stop" sign at all points of the intersection so it would direct all cars to 

come to a complete stop and look in all directions before proceeding.  Request additional "Stop" 

signs along the straight-away between Putting Green Street and Beaver Creek which would 

require speeding cars to come to a complete stop, thus reducing their speed as they approach 

Stratfield Road.  By whom:  Jesse Adam Kramer.  Recommendation:  deny.  Motion to accept 

the recommendation made by Commissioner Millington; motion seconded by Commissioner 

Barrett; carried unanimously. 

T.S. #3 Location:  Benton Street at/between Castle Avenue and Black Rock Turnpike.  Nature of 

request:  request to install a "Slow Children" sign on Benton Street.  Replace signs on Benton 



Street and Castle Avenue to "No Parking Anytime" and install a "Stop" sign on the corner where 

Benton Street and Castle Avenue meet.  By whom:  Howard Kelly, Sr.  Recommendation:  deny 

“Slow Children” sign on Benton Street. “Stop” sign and “No Parking” signs already in place.    

Mr. Howard Kelly, Sr. from 40 Benton Street addressed the Police Commissioners saying that a 

lot of kids play in the area and cars speed down Benton Street and that Miller Nissan employees 

park on Benton Street and he’s asking for a “Slow Children” sign.  Resident at 25 Benton Street 

addressed the Police Commissioners saying that people coming down Benton Street speed a lot 

and it is very dangerous.  He said that cars park on both sides of the street on Castle Avenue and 

it’s not safe and he wants to make it safe for the kids.  Chief Lyddy said that speed enforcement 

can be done in the area and also enforce parking violations for cars that park within 25’ of an 

intersection.  He said to call the Police Department anytime to report parking violations.  The 

neighborhood can come back to the Commission requesting no parking signs.  Justin Cathcart 

from 42 Benton Street addressed the Police Commission saying that he reiterates what the others 

have said and he said that officers can use his driveway.  He said it’s dangerous and he would 

appreciate anything to slow cars down.  Captain Kalamaras addressed the Police Commission 

saying that there has been no crash history on Benton Street in the last three years.  Also, a “No 

Parking Here to Corner” sign had already been approved and installed by the Police 

Commission.  He said that parking on the road contributes to traffic calming and that the 

MUTCD is not in conformance with “Children at Play” signs and that he recommends 

enforcement.  He said that he will send a Police representative to the neighborhood and they can 

put the speed reader sign out.  This sign also collects data.  Commissioner Millington motioned 

to approve the recommendations, but have the Police Department do enforcement and place 

speed reader sign; motion seconded by Commissioner Barrett; carried unanimously. 

T.S. #4 Location:  Lakeside Drive at Mill Plain Road.  Nature of request:  Request a crosswalk 

and a crossing guard at the Lakeside Drive and Mill Plain Road intersection. All cars entering 

Riverfield School exit this way, therefore, there is the same traffic coming out of Riverfield 

School as going in but not the same protection for the children.  By whom:  Kassandra Savicki.  

Recommendation:  approve crosswalk on Lakeside Drive.  Relocate “Stop” bar and “Stop” sign 

to meet 4 ft. minimum separation requirement.  Motion made by Commissioner Millington to 

accept the recommendations; motion seconded by Commissioner Barrett; carried unanimously. 

 

Old Business:  none. 

New Business: Donations made to the K-9 Unit are as follows: $100 from Kenneth and Maureen 

Sneider of 88 Shelter Road Road; $1,000 from Deborah McWhirter of 76 Ludlowe Road, Westport; $700 

from Tasty Yolk, LLC; $50 from Schwab Charitable.  Donation of $75 gift cards to Stop & Shop from 

Philip Spalla, 1157 Mill Plain Road, Fairfield.  Commissioner Stone said that he had received two checks 

as thank you to the Police Commission from Southport residents Jerilyn Medra and Kathleen McHugh for 

resolving the commuter traffic issue on Station Street.  Both checks were for $250.00 each.  

Commissioner Ambrose motioned to accept the donations; motion seconded by Commissioner Lebo; 

carried unanimously. 

 

Robert P. Marshall from 118 Larkspur Road addressed the Police Commissioners saying that he would 

like to close select roads in Fairfield to car traffic and open them up to bike and pedestrian traffic for one 

weekend per month and close a significant portion of the downtown area and open up to bike riding.  It 

will get more people downtown.  He would like to see it build up to a yearly event closing streets for four 

hours.  Maybe close the Post Road in September of 2020.  He said that it’s a success in Los Angeles and 

they do it in Boston.  Mr. Marshall said that he’s working on the cost and he would like the Police 

Department’s bike officers involved leading off the bikes.  He said that it would be privately funded to 

help pay for DPW and Police involvement.  He said that Park & Rec are in favor, but there are a lot of 

questions.  Commissioner Pine suggested that Mr. Marshall check with Captain Kalamaras.  
 

Monthly Report:  there were two monthly reports (May 2019 and June 2019) presented and 

reviewed.  Commissioner Stone pointed out that the Special Services Unit numbers for June 



were down significantly.  Captain Kalamaras said that it was the end of the fiscal year and 

officers were using their time off.  Commissioner Ambrose asked Chief Lyddy about the article 

in the Connecticut Post regarding racial profiling in the Town of Fairfield by the Police 

Department.  Chief Lyddy said that the study was not accurate and they are looking into it. 

 

Motion to adjourn and go into executive session at 5:36 pm by Commissioner Pine; seconded by 

Commissioner Lebo; carried unanimously. 

Motion made by Commissioner Ambrose to adjourn and come out of executive session at 5:48   

pm; motion seconded by Commissioner Pine; carried unanimously.  No motions were made and 

no votes were taken. 

Motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Ambrose at 5:48 pm; motion seconded by 

Commissioner Pine; carried unanimously. 

 

__________________________ 

Commissioner Barrett 

Acting-Secretary 


