
FAIRFIELD BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING SEPTEMBER 11, 2019  

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners was called to order by Chairman, 

Commissioner Stone at 4:30 pm. 

Those present were:  the Chairman, Commissioner Stone; Secretary Commissioner Cafferelli, 

Commissioner Barrett, Commissioner Pine, Commissioner Millington, Commissioner Ambrose, 

Commissioner Lebo, Chief Lyddy, Deputy Chief Smith, Captain Gagner, and Captain 

Kalamaras. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Minutes from previous meetings were approved in a motion made by Commissioner Barrett;      

seconded by Commissioner Cafferelli; carried unanimously. 

The Police Department’s Lifesaving Award was given to Officer Justin Young.  Officer Young 

responded to a report of an unconscious woman on Burr Street.  Officer Young determined that 

the woman was not breathing and did not have a pulse.  He immediately began CPR.  By the 

time she was transported to the hospital she had a strong pulse. 

Traffic Surveys:   

T.S. #1  Location:  751 Kings Highway East – Kings Deli (Anthony Viva).  Nature of request:  

request three 15 or 30 minute parking signs in front of Kings Deli.  Recommendation:  approve 

one “15 Minute Parking 7am – 4pm”.  Install sign on west side of Halley Avenue.  By whom:  

William Hurley, Town Engineer.  Captain Kalamaras addressed the Police Commission saying 

that one sign will be installed with arrows pointing in the direction.  Commissioner Lebo said 

that the customers had no place to park. Commissioner Cafferelli motioned to approve; motion 

seconded by Commissioner Lebo; carried unanimously. 

 

T.S. #2  Location:  Davis Road at/between Stratfield Road and Lisbon Road.  Nature of request:  

excessive speed in both directions on David Road.  Request to create a 3-Way “Stop” sign at the 

intersection of Lockwood Road and Davis Road.  Request a “Stop” sign at the intersection of 

Bailey Road and Davis Road to ensure slower speed at lower portion of Davis Road.  

Recommendation:  deny.  By whom:  Ms. Denise Rehder.  Denise Rehder addressed the Police 

Commission asking why her request was denied.  She said that people agree that something 

needs to be done about speeders.  Captain Kalamaras said that the decision was based on the 

M.U.T.C.D. which is the engineer guide for signs, markings and signals.  He said that there was 

not enough traffic and that the speeding issue can be dealt with by enforcement as oppose to a 

stop sign.  One traffic study showed 392 cars and on Lockwood 471.3 cars was the average daily 

travel.  Ms. Rehder questioned the dates of the study saying that the summer months has less 

traffic.  Captain Kalamaras answered that Davis Road was July 19th thru August 23 and 

Lockwood Road was May 15 thru June 2.  He said that they could re-run the study and table the 

traffic survey till next month.  Lisa Hall from 152 Bailey Road addressed the Police Commission 

saying that she feels unsafe and that it’s a neighborhood street and she is worried that something 

is going to happen.  She said that August is slow and that now it’s really busy in the mornings 

and very dangerous.  Commissioner Ambrose motioned to table to another month; 

Commissioner Lebo seconded the motion.  Commissioner Millington asked why table it and how 

will another month change the outcome.  Captain Kalamaras will get together will the neighbors 

to solve the problem.  Commissioners Ambrose and Lebo both withdrew their motions.  

Commissioner Millington motioned to keep the recommendation as is and that Captain 



Kalamaras will work with the neighbors; Commissioner Barrett seconded the motion; carried 

unanimously. 

 

T.S. #3  Location:  bike route (FBPC) Tahmore/Old Black Rock at/between Samp Mortar and 

Brookside Drive.  Nature of request:  The Fairfield Bicycle & Pedestrian Committee (FBPC) 

would like to propose adding existing bike routes.  The “Lake to Beach” route would start at 

Lake Mohegan, travel down Tahmore Drive across Black Rock Turnpike to Old Black Rock 

Turnpike, continue up to Samp Mortar down to Brookside Drive and then connect with the 

existing bike route on Mill Plain Road….continue to the beach.  Recommendation:  approve.  By 

whom:  Ms. Karen Scott.  Nathan Rex from 60 Arbor Drive, Southport addressed the Police 

Commission saying that the cyclists need to use the sidewalk on Old Black Rock Turnpike.  

Captain Kalamaras did not recommend the bikes on the sidewalk and Chief Lyddy said that the 

cyclists will have to walk their bike on Old Black Rock Turnpike.  William Hurley, Town 

Engineering Manager, addressed the Police Commission saying that plans are in the works with 

D.O.T. to improve that area.  Plans have been submitted to D.O.T. and DPW will be constructing 

handicap ramps and the State will do the electrical work.  The State would put in a crosswalk 

which will heighten awareness.  He is expecting late fall construction.  Commissioner Stone 

motioned to amend the recommendation to say that bicyclists will dismount on Old Black Rock 

Turnpike and Black Rock Turnpike; Commissioner Pine seconded the motion; carried 

unanimously. 

 

Old Business:  none. 

New Business:   
a) Check presentation from the Norwalk Veterinary Hospital K-9 Fundraiser has been 

postponed until the October 9, 2019 Police Commission meeting per Chief Lyddy.  

b) Construction of the Convocation Center at Fairfield University was discussed.  Captain 

Kalamaras has received the plans.  William Hurley said that it will be the same location 

using the same traffic patterns and the University is hoping to generate a larger student 

attendance.  Commissioner Pine motioned to approve the construction of the Convocation 

Center; motion seconded by Commissioner Barrett; carried unanimously. 

c) Letter from Matthew Bloch was discussed by the Police Commission. Chief Lyddy said 

that there are no openings at this time. Commissioner Millington said that he can reapply 

when there are openings.  Commissioner Ambrose motioned that Matthew Bloch is not to 

be considered at that time and he can reapply in the future when there is an opening;  

Commissioner Barrett: Point of order- I recall being part of the interview process for the 

person mentioned in the letter.  There were two positions and other candidates scored in a 

higher position.  It is without prejudice that we consider others on the list. 

motion seconded by Commissioner Lebo; carried unanimously. 

d) A discussion was held on the Police Department’s policies and procedures regarding the 

release of reports and information pertaining to ongoing criminal investigations. 

Commissioner Millington said that the Fairfield Police Department was not getting a fair 

shake in the public forum and the Police Department did an amazing job with this 

investigation.  He stated that the First Selectman threw the chief under the bus. 

Commissioner Barrett: Point of Order, what you said is not true.  The First Selectman 

never threw the chief under the bus.  He has respected the fact that there are two on-going 

investigations:  the town side and the States Attorney’s office.  He did not want to have 

any appearance of influence.  Commissioner Millington stated it was a thorough 

investigation and a fantastic job and an unbelievable amount of police work.  A number 

of questions were present to Chief Lyddy regarding his release of information in 

December of 2018.  Chief Lyddy explained that during his tenure as Deputy Chief, he did 

not have significant information regarding this case.  He knew it existed, but was not part 



of the updates as he was addressing other organizational issues.  Chief MacNamara 

retired in October of 2018.  In November, Chief Lyddy explained that he felt the need to 

learn more about the case, and did so with briefings and reading existing reports.  Chief 

Lyddy stated that during his review, he became aware of some troubling material and he 

had deep, deep concerns about what had taken place.  In December of 2018, he 

approached the First Selectman.  The First Selectman indicated he did not want to 

interfere in the case in any way.  Chief Lyddy indicated he had a full appreciation of this 

position as one of the significant concerns was outside interference.  Chief Lyddy 

indicated that the First Selectman indicated that he was aware of the investigation, but did 

not want to interfere in any way.  Chief Lyddy indicated he fully intended to provide a 

copy of the draft report to the first selectman, but based on this conversation, he did not.  

On or about the same date, Chief Lyddy provided a copy of the draft report to Human 

Resource Director Emmet Hibson.  Hibson indicated he had read the report and requested 

a meeting and he asked if he could meet with Sergeant Fred Hine.  Chief Lyddy 

explained that this meeting took place and that he participated, with the exception of 

stepping out to take one or two phone calls.  During the meeting, the HR director 

suggested that two additional town employees be interviewed, based on the reporting 

process of DPW.  Chief Lyddy also indicated that he was confident that he had shared 

enough information where the HR director could make an informed decision regarding 

practices and whether people should be preforming these jobs at that time. 

 

e) A motion was made by Commissioner Stone to accept the donations made to the K-9 

Program and to Animal Control; motion seconded by Commissioner Barrett; carried 

unanimously. 

f) Police Commissioners requested an email of the Department’s list of Tow Companies. 
 

Monthly Report:  there were two monthly reports (July 2019 and August 2019) presented and 

reviewed.  Commissioner Pine noticed the change in parking tickets issued in July and August in 

that the amount of tickets in August went done.  Commissioner Barrett attended the Blue Mass at 

St. Augustine’s on Sunday, September 8th and that Officers Medvey and Letsch were honored for 

their hard work and the compassion they display on the job.  Commissioner Stone praised the 

increase in traffic stops.  Chief Lyddy said that there is also an increase in shoplifting calls. 

Motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Pine at 5:59 pm; motion seconded by 

Commissioner Barrett; carried unanimously. 

 

__________________________ 

Commissioner Cafferelli 

Secretary 


